The Development o\ an Ocean Air-liner
tearing through the air tuth wide open, ioaring
engines and find out that the speed ot die big Hying
Clipper at sea-level was over 180 miles per hour, well
above the contract guarantees.
On April 56th, only a few weeks alter the lint test
flight, the flying Clipper, piloted by Captain Sergiev-
sky and Mr, Raymond B. Quick, established a world
record, carrying a load of 16,608 pounds to an altitude
of 6,561 feet (5,000 metres). This altitude was re-
quired by the rules, but actually the ship reached
16,000 feet during this flight.
Various other flights were made during die latter
part of the spring and the summer, including the estab-
lishing of one more world record for altitude with
load. During July the test flights, as well as the in-
stallation of various instruments and operating equip-
ment, were completed. In view of the fact that the
combined speed, flying range and lifting capacity of
the plane appeared wrell in excess of the highest per-
formance of any other flying boat of that time, we de-
cided to try to establish some world records, combining
this flight with a good checking of the operating cruis-
ing speed, range and fuel consumption.
Before the officially recorded flight was attempted,
we made a test run in order to check again the per-
formance of the ship. The official conditions required
four complete rounds of a 500 kilometre course, cany-
Ing two tons of pay-load, besides fuel, oil, crew asnd
equipment. It proved to be a very complicated job
to choose a course that would in every respect be satis-
factory. The total length of the course or more exactly
the sum of the distance between turning points could
not be less than 500 kilometres, or about 311 miles, and